
 

 

2026 Western Hunting & Conservation Expo 
Returns to Salt Lake City with a Mission to 

Protect Wildlife and Hunting Traditions 
 
Salt Lake City, Utah – The 2026 Western Hunting and Conservation Expo (Expo) is set to take over the 
Salt Palace Convention Center in downtown Salt Lake City from February 12–15, 2026. This annual 
gathering of hunters, conservationists, and industry professionals is much more than a showcase of 
hunting and outdoor gear—it’s a cornerstone event for funding critical wildlife conservation programs. 
Jointly hosted by and Sportsmen for Fish and Wildlife (SFW) and the Mule Deer Foundation (MDF), the 
Expo raises millions of dollars each year to support habitat restoration, wildlife management initiatives, 
and the preservation of North America’s cherished hunting heritage. Over the years, funds generated by 
the Expo have been instrumental in rehabilitating and improving millions of acres of critical wildlife 
habitats, funding wildlife captures and transplants, ground-breaking wildlife research, and fostering 
sustainable hunting practices. 
 
In the most recent years, the Expo raised $15.4 million for wildlife conservation in 2025, $15.2 million in 
2024, $14 million in 2023, $9.7 million in 2022, and $8.1 million in 2021. 
 
A Global Gathering for Conservation 
The Expo will feature more than 590 exhibitors, including guides, outfitters, and companies from across 
the United States, Canada, Asia, Europe, and beyond. Attendees can explore cutting-edge outdoor gear, 
network with experts, and discover premier hunting destinations from around the globe. Whether 
planning a dream hunt or learning about the latest in wildlife management, there’s something for 
everyone. 
 
“The demand among hunting-related companies to become an exhibitor at the Hunting Expo has grown 
beyond everyone’s expectations,” said Greg Sheehan, MDF President and CEO. “Exhibitors know the 
value of being exposed to the tens of thousands of hunters who walk the show floor each year, and we 
are responding with expanded exhibit areas and more opportunities to interact with attendees.” 
Expo organizers point out that there are well over 1,000 companies on their exhibitor waiting list. In 
response to that demand, an additional 35,000 square feet of exhibit floor space was added. Dozens of 
first-time exhibitors will be featured in the new expansion area of the exhibit hall. 
 
Exclusive In-Person Experiences 
The Expo offers experiences that can only be enjoyed in person, making it a must-attend event for 
outdoor enthusiasts. Attendees can: 
 • Interact with nearly 600 industry-leading exhibitors and explore exclusive products. 
 • Participate in several live auctions and evening fundraising events that  

benefit wildlife conservation programs. 
 • Participate in Elk Calling and Waterfowl Calling contests held Friday and Saturday. 
 • Enjoy free seminars and workshops led by top professionals in hunting,  

shooting sports, and wildlife management. 
The Expo also fosters a unique sense of camaraderie among its attendees, uniting hunters, 
conservationists, and families with shared values and goals.  
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A Shot at 200 Special Hunting Permits 
One of the event’s most anticipated features is the opportunity to be drawn for one of 200 limited-entry 
hunting permits offered by the State of Utah. These permits are known as Utah’s Top 200 tags and 
provide access to prime hunting areas and all big game species, with opportunities tailored for both 
seasoned hunters and newcomers. Each application fee is only $5, making this an affordable opportunity 
for any hunters to be drawn for a once-in-a-lifetime hunt. The drawing for the 200 tags occurs during the 
week following the close of the Expo at the Utah Division of Wildlife (UDWR) headquarters in Salt Lake 
City. Results are then posted to the Expo website, and lucky successful applicants are then contacted by 
the UDWR. All proceeds from the permit applications are reinvested into Utah’s wildlife conservation 
efforts, directly contributing to the preservation of the state’s rich natural heritage.  
 
Special Events, Entertainment and Guests 
There is a depth of additional opportunities to experience at the 2026 Expo, including:  

- Super Banquet, a Thursday night kick-off party offering several door prizes, buffet dinner and live 
entertainment. 

- Evening banquets and live auchons where millions of dollars are raised through the sale to the 
highest bidders of some of the most sought-aier hunhng tags available on the planet. 

- Sheep Camp – an event held Saturday of the Expo, February 14, 2026, in the Grand Ballroom of 
the Salt Palace Convenhon Center where 10 fully guided wild sheep hunts valued at more than 
$500,000 are given away on the spot. 

 
Supporting Conservation for Future Generations 
“The Expo is where conservation comes alive,” says SFW President Troy Justensen. “Every dollar raised 
here is a step toward more productive habitats, better-funded wildlife programs, and stronger big game 
populations. This event isn’t just about hunting—it’s about ensuring that future generations can 
experience the same natural wonders and outdoor experiences we enjoy today.” 
 
With its commitment to conservation, unmatched exhibitor presence, and unique opportunities, the 
2026 Western Hunting and Conservation Expo promises to be a memorable event. Tickets and more 
information can be found at HuntExpo.com and on Expo social media channels. Whether you’re a 
dedicated sportsman or a casual outdoor enthusiast, the Expo offers something for everyone while 
making a tangible difference in preserving wildlife and wild spaces. Don’t miss the chance to be part of 
this extraordinary gathering in the heart of Salt Lake City. 
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